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Miss Reichelt returned from Europe to 

teach at Essex Junction High before 
marrying Robert Burke and moving to Proc-
tor High in 1959 and Rutland High in 1964. 

Make that the ‘‘old’’ Rutland High. Burke 
taught at the Library Avenue campus until 
1989, when Vermont teachers elected her 
president of their chapter of the National 
Education Association. Moving to Montpe-
lier, she headed the state’s largest teachers 
union for six years. 

‘‘Working conditions are big issues with 
teachers,’’ she says. ‘‘I believe people need to 
be treated fairly and honestly.’’ 

(U.S. Sen. James Jeffords, R-Vt., con-
firmed the union’s influence in an im-
promptu comment last week: ‘‘Teachers can 
really move things if they get together— 
Molly Burke can tell you that.’’) 

When Burke returned to Rutland High in 
1995, her colleagues had moved to an $8.7 mil-
lion facility on Stratton Road. 

Times had changed from her days at 
Pittsford High, where her old classroom fea-
tured a bulletin board. 

‘‘I used to try to change it at least twice a 
year.’’ 

Burke’s new classroom has a bulletin 
board—and a computer with e-mail, a tele-
phone with answering machine, a television 
with video-cassette recorder. 

‘‘The good old days.’’ she concludes, ‘‘were 
terrible.’’ 

Burke may teach the past, but she touts 
progress. She likes today’s longer class peri-
ods. Today’s collaborative contract negotia-
tions. And, an occasional nose ring or tongue 
stud aside, today’s students. 

‘‘They say kinds have changed—they really 
haven’t. Kids are kids. There were kids who 
misbehaved then, there are kids who mis-
behave now. Most of them are good.’’ 

Burke teaches a 130-year period of Amer-
ican history from the end of the Civil War to 
the end of the Cold War. For her, the last 
half isn’t a lecture, it’s her life. 

‘‘I remember exactly where I was when 
Kennedy was assassinated, when the space 
shuttle Challenger blew up . . . I try to give 
the kids the facts, and then bring in the 
emotions because I lived through it. I think 
it brings it alive.’’ 

And sparks questions. Take a recent lesson 
on the Vietnam War. 

‘‘One of my 16-year-olds said, You were 
alive then? You were teaching school?’ I 
could have been talking about the 
Peloponnesian War.’’ 

That happens right up to Reagan’s election 
in 1980—the year most of her juniors were 
born. 

‘‘I always say, ‘You remember when . . .’ 
Of course, they don’t.’’ 

That’s why students must study. 
‘‘If you don’t learn from history, you’re 

condemned to repeat it.’’ she says, para-
phrasing the famous quote. 

Several of Burke’s past students are par-
ents of her present students. Alumni also 
sign her paycheck. Michael Dick, class of 
1966, is president of the School Board. David 
Wolk, class of 1971, is school superintendent. 

Although graduates always recognize her, 
she doesn’t always recognize them. 

‘‘You had one history teacher for a year,’’ 
she replies. ‘‘You forget I had 120 students a 
day.’’ 

They also forget she has a life outside the 
classroom. Burke recalls shopping with her 
son and daughter when a student ap-
proached. 

‘‘She said, ‘Whose are these?’ She never 
thought of me as anything but a woman in a 
room teaching history.’’ 

(Let alone a grandmother to a 2-year-old 
boy.) 

Retirement will bring the former Miss 
Reichelt full circle. 

‘‘I want to go to Europe,’’ she says, ‘‘and 
out West, and ski in the middle of the week, 
and not get up at 6 o’clock.’’ 

Once more she won’t be teaching history. 
‘‘I’ll be living it.’’∑ 
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THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
AHEPA 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the American 
Hellenic Educational Progressive Asso-
ciation [AHEPA], which is celebrating 
its 75th anniversary this year. The 
AHEPA, whose mission is in part, ‘‘To 
promote good fellowship, and endow its 
members with a spirit of altruism, 
common understanding, mutual benev-
olence, and helpfulness to their fellow 
man,’’ is an important organization 
with a strong chapter, district 10, lo-
cated in my home State of Michigan. 

In 1922, the AHEPA was formed in re-
sponse to antiimmigrant sentiments 
directed toward United States immi-
grants of Greek descent. The AHEPA’s 
primary goal was to help newly arrived 
Greeks become United States citizens 
and to share in the civic life of our 
country. To do so, the AHEPA formed 
schools which taught English and the 
principles of American government to 
new immigrants. In the process, the 
AHEPA also hoped to educate all 
Americans about the significant herit-
age and contributions immigrants of 
Greek descent add to the American 
community. 

Today, the AHEPA is an inter-
national organization with chapters in 
Australia, the Bahamas, Canada, and 
Greece, as well as the United States. 
There are more than 1,000 chapters in 
North America alone, comprised of 
more than 60,000 members. The AHEPA 
promotes goodwill and positive rela-
tions between these countries by pro-
viding significant financial resources 
to a number of civic-improvement pro-
grams. These include charities, schol-
arships and other educational pro-
grams, cultural activities, athletic pro-
grams, local Greek communities and 
the church, and patriotic activities. 
Membership is not limited to people of 
Greek descent, although most members 
do share that ancestry. 

The AHEPA has counted many nota-
ble political leaders as members, in-
cluding former Presidents Franklin 
Roosevelt and Harry Truman and 
former Vice Presidents Hubert Hum-
phrey and Spiro Agnew. Several Mem-
bers of this body are or were members 
of AHEPA, including my good friend 
from Maryland, PAUL SARBANES, and a 
man we all deeply miss, the late Paul 
Tsongas from Massachusetts. 

Mr. President, the American Hellenic 
Educational Progressive Association is 
truly a remarkable organization. Born 
out of the need to help new Greek im-
migrants assimilate into American cul-
ture, today the AHEPA encourages all 
of us to aspire to great things, to help 
those in need and to strengthen chan-
nels of communication between cul-
tures. I know my colleagues will join 

me in saluting the men and women of 
the AHEPA and its auxiliaries for 75 
years of commitment and dedication.∑ 
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FLOODING BRINGS TRAGEDIES TO 
IDAHO 

∑ Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I rise to 
report a sad event in my State of Idaho 
that claimed the lives of two Guards-
men: Maj. Don Baxter of Boise, com-
mander of the 124th Communications 
Flight, 124th Wing of the Idaho Air Na-
tional Guard, and 1st Lt. Will Neal of 
Picabo, platoon leader with A Com-
pany, 1st-183 Aviation Battalion Army 
National Guard in Boise. 

They were flying reconnaissance over 
the floods in southwest Idaho where 
their helicopter crashed. As the nat-
ural disaster rages through Idaho, as 
the communities band together, as we 
strive to save lives and property, we 
now must struggle with the reality 
that these men lost their lives, and 
CWO Shellby Wurthrich, with A Com-
pany, 1st-183 Aviation Battalion Army 
National Guard of Boise, is still fight-
ing for his life. 

These distinguished men had served 
their State and communities before. 
Major Baxter, a full time Guardsman, 
received many decorations, including 
the State of Idaho Emergency Ribbon 
in support of the Fire Suppression in 
1994. Lieutenant Neal, a cattleman, re-
ceived amongst his numerous decora-
tions, the Army Commendation Medal, 
Army’s Achievement Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal, and twice Army 
Reserve Component Medal. He was also 
airborne qualified. 

A neighbor who saw the crash, with-
out fear for her life, Ms. Sherry Lang, 
risked her own life to rescue Chief War-
rant Officer Wurthrich before the heli-
copter exploded into flames. The her-
oism she displayed exemplifies the 
spirit of a community pulling together. 

Chief Warrant Officer Wurthrich, re-
cipient of the Army Commendation 
Medal, Army’s Achievement Medal, 
National Defense Service Medal, twice, 
Army Reserve Component Medal, and 
many other decorations, is today being 
transferred to a burn treatment center 
in Utah. We pray for his strength dur-
ing his recovery and ask everyone to 
remember him in the weeks and 
months to come. 

As we mourn for the deceased, we 
mourn our loss and we sympathize with 
the sorrow of the bereaved. We search 
for the good things to remember as sol-
ace. Most of the richness of the human 
experience is in what is handed down 
from one to another—not things of 
wood and stone, but memories of what 
they did or said or felt. 

We must remember and emulate 
these individuals for the best of their 
lives. As National Guardsmen, they 
sought out opportunities to safeguard 
and help the people of Idaho, in times 
of disasters and distress. With every 
mission, they risked of danger and in-
jury. Ultimately, they gave their lives 
in helping their neighbors and their 
community. 
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